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in  the  matter  ok  japanse  .un  crij.xs  aio 
IN  THE  IL'.TTER  OK  111 -  rRcATtXNT  OF  BRITISH 
PHlaONERD  OF  VAR  ON  JOARD  THE  "TANJONO  I'AfU" 


hlllkklll. 

I.  Colonol  CM  JILLS  HSFDERT  STRINGER,  Royal  Army  Med loel  Corpe ,  at 
present  stationed  at  Headquarters  (  Southern  Oomcand,  3ALI3HJRY,  MAKE 
OATH  and  s ay  as  follows 1- 

1.  At  the  tine  of  the  oapltulatlon  of  the  British  Forces  to  the 
Japanese  in  SINGAPORE  in  February  1942  I  was  Deputy  Dlreotor  of  Medical 
Supplies,  Malayan  Coranand. 

I  remained  in  C1IAN01  Drltlah  Prisoner  of  Var  Camp  until  16  August 

1942. 

2.  On  16.8.42  a  lerre  party  of  oil  the  senior  officeia,  from  colonel 
upwards,  Governors  and  Chief  Justioes,  were  sowed  from  Changi  to  Singapore 
docks  and  pecked  into  the  hold  of  a  ship.  This  was  a  trial  packing  and 
even  on  Japanese  standards  we  oould  not  get  In.  Hawing  spent  the  night 

in  thia  misery  the  next  day  we  were  mowed  to  another  Alp  and  again 
pocked  into  one  hold.  There  did  not  seem  to  be  much  difference  but  there 
we  stayed.  This  ship,  the  "Tonjong  Maru*,  was  a  ooel  ship  and  the  ooal 
debrla  had  not  been  removed.  The  oontre  of  the  hold  was  piled  with  our 
kits  and  round  the  aldoa  were  2  tiers  of  rough  bsnohlng.  Ye  were  packed 
on  thie  benohlng  where  there  was  just  room  for  bodies  lying  side  by  side 
but  no  room  for  bedding.  There  was  e  double  row  of  prisoners  on  the 
benohlng  lying  with  feet  lnwarda  and  In  the  srapita  of  the  opposite 
prleonere.  Ye  were  pecked  as  slawes  were  peeked  In  the  horrors  of  the 
"Middle  Passage".  Even  then  there  was  not  room  for  swsryons  and  the 
remainder  had  to  lie  on  the  kits  in  the  centre  of  the  hold.  There  was  no 
washing  water  and  no  drinking  water  though  plain  green  tee  wee  provided 
at  infrequent  intervale.  The  lotrlnae  provided  were  rough  woode  rholtc  r 
on  a  very  narrow  dock  gangway.  They  woro  of  the  trough  type  and  wrre 
rarely  hosed  down. 

Dofore  leaving  Ohangi  we  were  ordered  by  the  Japanese  not  to  bring 
any  m-'dlcal  stores  at*,  nsa  mod  hat  everything  would  be  provided  on  board 
ship.  In  spite  of  ♦Mo  order  ell  medlesl  offioere  brought  come  medical 
supplies  and  it  w  a  '  *11  we  d  id  to  as  not  a  single  drug  or  dressing  was 
provided  on  tho  ship  a 'ring  the  voyage  nor  was  any  hospital  oocoRrodatlm. 
provided  oven  under  the  most  urgent  pleading. 

•Ye  spent  14  days  in  this  Hell  Chip  in  a  tropical  olimote.  The 
soaoe  provided  for  all  purposes  for  caoh  two  individuals  was  10  ft  x 
ft.  Hoed  apace  was  four  foot  to  the  iron  platos  of  the  deok  above.  The 
sun  beat  on  this  iron  du^ ng  the  day,  made  it  too  hot  to  touch  and  turne 
the  space  below  into  on  o.cn,  Prlokly  host  rapidly  developed  and  aa 
rapidly  tumod  into  boils  aru*  cropioal  pemphigoue.  Thore  wore  399 
oll’icers  and  men  in  this  hold,  and  the  deok  epaoe  was  little  moro  than 
2  narrow  gangways.  100  mon  woro  allowed  on  deok  at  a  time  for  frosh  nit 
bt  ns  our  sick  lnoreasod  thia  change  over  number  was  more  and  enre 
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reduced  os  it  become  a  matter  of  life  and  death  for  patients  to  pe*  out 
of  the  foul  atmosphere  of  the  hold.  Ao  the  diarrhoea  and  dysentery  eases 
increased  In  numbers  and  severity  the  deck  conditions  became  foul. 

These  unfortunate  poo ole  could  not  control  themselves  owing  to  the 
urgency  and  frequency  of  their  need  and  the  congestion  in  the  few 
latrines  available.  The  docks  were  bespattered  with  human  dejeota  end 
the  worst  cnees  could  not  get  up  and  down  the  narrow  and  steep  wooden 
gangway  to  the  hold.  They  lay  day  and  night  on  the  deck  or  hatch  cover 
just  outside  the  latrines.  For  the  worst  cnees  we  tried  to  rig  up 
improvised  head  cover  but  the  Japaneee  objected  to  this. 

No  creee  died  on  board  ship.  >Ve  landed  at  Takau  on  3I.R.42.  and 
within  a  week  or  ten  days  the  following  wer'*  dead* -  Attorney  Gen.  Howell. 
Lt.  Col.  Kennedy.  I.M.S.,  Capt.  .Talker,  Lte.  Kemlo,  Dowling  and  Griffin, 
R.£.  All  died  from  dysentery  which  they  de /eloped  on  the  sea  journey 
from  Singapore  and  for  which  they  got  no  med loins  nor  care  from  Japanese 
sources  during  the  voyage.  0n  landing  Ur.  Howell  and  Lt.  Col.  Kennedy 
were  admitted  to  a  Japanese  hospital  prsctloally  moribund .  They  were 
put  in  a  ward  by  themselves  and  rivon  neither  medioine  nor  nursing. 

Thoy  were  literally  left  to  cic,  which  they  did  in  a  day  or  two. 

MORN  by  the  aforesaid  CHARLES  HERBERT  ) 

fe'fRINGER  at  6  Spring  Cardano  in  tha  )  (signed)  0»H.  STRINGER 
City  of  JE3TI.INDTER  this  25th  day  of  )  .  Colonel. 

February,  194^.  ) 

BEFORE  ME 

( a  igned  )  A.U.  BELL  -MACDONALD 
Major  Loral  Staff 

Of  floe  of  the  Judge  Advocate  General, 

LONDON,  G.if.l. 

Certified  true  00 py. 

(Signed)  T.  MDRNANE. 

Lt •  Col . 
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